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Linking Web Survey Tool and 
Data Archives



Social Science Data Archives (ADP)

• Slovenian national data repository for SS

- 600 social science surveys with data + 150 with metadata only
- ~ 1000 users registered on yearly basis (90 % educ., 10 % sci./research purpose)

= Online analysis using Nesstar + 168 survey data used for detailed 
secondary-analysis in 2017

• Member of CESSDA ERIC

Population: 2 mil.
Students in SS: 25.000
Researchers SS: < 2.000
New PhD SS = 150  

from 70is

30 
yearly

http://cessda.net/
https://www.stat.si/StatWeb/News/Index/5929


% depositors by sector

Depositing organizations and researchers

600 survey * ???? Researchers = amount of PPL you will need to work 
with

About a 1/3 coming from researchers you work with previously. 

Description on how to prepare data 

and matadata online.

n=70



To share or not to share

Research Data Sharing Insights, 2014

Gill Press, 2016

https://3spxpi1radr22mzge33bla91-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/researcher-data-insights-infographic-final.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/gilpress/2016/03/23/data-preparation-most-time-consuming-least-enjoyable-data-science-task-survey-says/#205b96cc6f63


Current workflow

Web survey
Export 

(SPSS, excel)
Researcher

Metadata

Archive
Editing
tools

publishing

Whishfull 
thinking



• Established at the Faculty of Social Sciences in 2011.

• Researchers among the pioneers of web survey 
methodology.

• Key research areas: survey methodology, safer Internet, 
social media, digital inequality.

• Two long-running projects in survey methodology:

• OneClick Survey application for web surveys

• Web Survey Methodology website

Centre for Social Informatics



• Open-source tool for web surveys.

• Development started in 2008.

• Free hosted solution available at www.1ka.si, on-
premises installation also available. 

• 70,000 registered users: students, researchers, public 
sector users, official statistics, enterprises...

• Over 50,000 surveys and over 2 million responses 
collected in 2018.

OneClick Survey – 1KA

http://www.1ka.si/


• Fast creation of basic and advanced web questionnaires 
using graphical user interface.

• Large number of question types, advanced questionnaire 
routing, validation of responses and support for 
multilingual questionnaires.

• Multi-user support with commenting and versioning 
features.

• Various options for questionnaire distribution.

• Data export, analysis and reporting.

Key features of 1KA



Proposed workflow
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Word and PDF format

Export options (survey instrument + 
paradata)





• Period in which respondents can participate in the survey.

• Potential discrepancy with the actual fielding period because some 
users do not deactivate the survey after the fielding period is over.

Survey activation

<stdyDscr>
<stdyInfo>
<sumDscr>
<collDate event="start" date="2018-11-29">2018-11-29</collDate>
<collDate event="end" date="2019-03-01">2019-03-01</collDate>
</sumDscr>
</stdyInfo>
</stdyDscr>



Survey participation info

Survey participation info

<stdyDscr>
<method>
<dataCol
<collSitu>
Completed questionnaires: 9
Partially completed questionnaires:  3
Empty questionnaires: 8
First entry: 2018-11-29 
Last entry: 2018-11-29
Average duration: 22s 
</collSitu>
</dataCol>
</method>
</stdyDscr>



Response rates

• Calculation currently not included.

• Response rates can be only calculated for surveys with the existing 
list of survey invitation recipients and monitored survey outcomes.

• Automated calculation often problematic due to difficulties with 
automatically distinguishing between eligible and ineligible 
respondents. 

Survey participation info

GDPR

IP 
addresses 
/ cookies



Single-answer question

Question types

<dataDscr>...
<var ID="Q1" name="Q1">
<qstn>
<qstnLit>How would you describe the quality of life in Britain   

compared to 12 months ago?</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>1</catValu>
<labl>Much better</labl>
</catgry>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>2</catValu>
<labl>Somewhat better</labl>
</catgry>
...
<catgry missing="Y">
<catValu>-99</catValu>
<labl>Don't know</labl>
</catgry>
<catgry missing="Y">
<catValu>-98</catValu>
<labl>Prefer not to answer</labl>
</catgry>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>

</var>
</dataDscr>



Table (grid) of items

Question types



Table (grid) of items

Question types

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q2a" name="Q2a">
<labl>Science and technology are making our lives healthier, easier, and    

more comfortable.</labl>
<qstn>
<preQTxt>How much do you agree or disagree with the following 

statements?</preQTxt>
<qstnLit>Science and technology are making our lives healthier, easier, 

and more comfortable.</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>1</catValu>
<labl>Strongly agree</labl>
</catgry>
...
<catgry missing="Y">
<catValu>-99</catValu>
<labl>Prefer not to answer</labl>

</catgry>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>

</var>
...
</dataDscr>



Table (grid) of items

Question types

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q2b" name="Q2b">
<labl>Because of science and technology, there will be more opportunities    

for the next generation.</labl>
<qstn>
<preQTxt>How much do you agree or disagree with the following 

statements?</preQTxt>
<qstnLit>Because of science and technology, there will be more  

opportunities for the next generation.</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>1</catValu>
<labl>Strongly agree</labl>
</catgry>
...
<catgry missing="Y">
<catValu>-99</catValu>
<labl>Prefer not to answer</labl>

</catgry>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>

</var>
...
</dataDscr>



Numeric input

Question types

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q3" name="Q3" measUnit="">
<qstn>
<qstnLit>In how many web surveys have you participated before joining this 

panel?</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<valrng>
<range min="0" max="100"/>
</valrng>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>

</var>
</dataDscr>



Multiple answer question (first item)

Multiple answer question

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q4a" name="Q4a">
<qstn>
<preQTxt>Where did you answer this survey?</preQTxt>
<qstnLit>At home</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>1</catValu>
<labl>Izbran</labl>
</catgry>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>0</catValu>
<labl>Ni izbran</labl>
</catgry>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>
</var>

...
</dataDscr>



Multiple answer question (second item etc.)

Multiple answer question

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q4b" name="Q4b">
<qstn>
<preQTxt>Where did you answer this survey?</preQTxt>
<qstnLit>At work</qstnLit>
</qstn>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>1</catValu>
<labl>Izbran</labl>
</catgry>
<catgry missing="N">
<catValu>0</catValu>
<labl>Ni izbran</labl>
</catgry>
<varFormat type="numeric"/>
</var>

...
</dataDscr>



DDI format

Text input

<dataDscr>
<var ID="Q3" name="Q3" measUnit="">
<qstn>
<qstnLit>To make things easier, we could send survey invitations directly 

to your e-mail account.<br /><br />If you would like to receive 
email invitations with direct link to our surveys from now on, 
please enter your email below. We will only use your e-mail 
address to inform you about the surveys from this study.</qstnLit>

</qstn>
<varFormat type="character"/>

</var>
</dataDscr>



Structure of the 
Questionnaire:

Conditions (IF), loops, 
blocks, calculations



Specification of less common and advanced question types

Some challenges

semantic 
differential

table of items 
with numeric 
answers

location
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